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JOSEPH CONRAD: “perfect blending of form and substance”

TH: search for the real trufh of man’s existence (far from civilized world, in an alien environment), exploration of the meaning of human situations, love for the sea and exotic places (isolate the leading character from the society), confrontation between virtues and evil, use of symbolism, oblique narrative (the story is told by a character within it) and several viewpoints, manipulation of the traditional time-sequence, presence of a double (who represents the hidden side of the hero’s personality)

HEART OF DARKNESS:  is a journey into the self (man in Africa finds out that he is savage and instinctual); quest of the mythic hero who faces obstacles and acquires knowledge; double (Kurtz and Marlow: Kurtz yielded himself to the appeal of darkness, Marlow strives to hold on to the feelings of sanity and normality and did not lose his reason); light and darkness (dark=symbol of uncivilization), European Civilization opposed to Afrocam savagery, ambivalent feeling of the conquerors for the savages (repulsion but also fascination)

JOYCE: artist must be “invisible” ( total objectivity and indipendence from all values. He rejected the narrator.

TH: rejection of Irish life, opennes to the influence of other traditions, interest in psychoanalysis, combination of realism and symbolism, creationf of a “dream language”.

DUBLINERS: acute analysis of Dublin’s life; TH: paralysis (both physical and moral, also in the relationship of the characters),  revelation of the paralysis and self-awareness, escape (originated from a sense of enclosure), failure; epiphany: moment of sudden revelation which produce awareness 

THE DEAD: climax to the theme of decay and stagnation; develops a more compassionate view of the lives of its characters (more intimate study of their inner lives). Gabriel realize how little his life amounts to, either in passion or intellect. Confronted to the young boy’s passion he realizes his own deficiency. Snow represent solitude and incommunicability but also purification. Living are shown spiritually dead, while Michael, which is phisically dead, is alive in Gretta’s heart

ULYSSES: it’s divided into 3 parts: 1st(Stephen Dedalus (Telemachus(intellect), 2nd(Leopold Bloom (Ulysses(everybody); 3rd(Molly Bloom (Penelope(sensual nature). 18 section, corresponding to Odissey episodes. Mythical metod provided the book with a symbolic, cross-temporal meaning: it enable J to express the universal in the particular

MOLLY’S monolgue: s-o-c method, she associated different thoughts or impression through analogy of sound or meaning. She describes impressions of “sensual” mind. Rhytmical repetition of “yes”. Absence of puntuation and logical connectors.


