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WALTER SCOTT founder of the historical novel (Napoleonic Wars awakened national feelings). He describes historical moment in which an important crisis caused personal problems in individuals or group of individuals (Ivanhoe ( conflict between the Anglo-Saxons and the Normans)
Characters: average men seeking peace and tranquillity. Main characters are fictitional, minor character are real.

Features: union of tradition and romance (encyclopedic knowledge of the customs of Scottish life), union of historical events and imaginary heroes (but he altered great historical events setting them in poetical environments ( was accused of anachronism), vitality of the past (he makes us live in the past, captured the spirit of an age, without going deeply into the causes of the historical events). He is excelleng at portraying humble people, less convinng in his heroes.

Manzoni: was in debt with scot, but he was more faithful to real history, portrayed his characters with a deep psychological insight, has a great aspiration toward morality. 

Romantic Writer: he had a passion for political and religious intrigues, showed heroic characters, mingled historical events with mystery. But his Romanticism is not that of the Romantic poets, he was not endowed with their sensibility.

Conclusion: he reproposed chivalrous values of the pas, gave an original dimension to the European Novel and his novels became a bridge beween the Gothica Tales of the 18thy century and the serial narratives of the 19th

JANE AUSTEN “three or four families in a country village is the very thing to work on”. She wrote love stories, such as could take place in the little world of a village. 
She wrote in the Romantic period but was “Augustan” in her mentality and values (“a classicist born a generation too late”)

Limits: her novels followed the same plot, she lacked an overall vision of the historical and social events, she was not concerned with the literary movements of her time, the world of her novels is restricted to the provincial England.
Features: deep psychological analysis, recreated the situations of everyday life, created living characters with a great characterization (that are described with scientific eye), rarely intrudes with comments (her presence is unobtrusive but incisive), profound psychological study (showed the restrictions of women position in her century), lack of sentimentalism (good marriage is to be based on calm judgement), realism (no heroes in her stories but day-to-day events), sense of humor, satire, precise styyle (made up of dialogues, letter writing, wit, well structured sentences), adapted talk and register to age, sex and social position of the characters.

Conclusion: wrote primarilyt to please herself, her novels did not have a great influence on later writers


VICTORIAN AGE process of democratization in the country, middle classs increased in power and took over the reins of government. Optimism caused by technical and scientifical problems, but the Victoriand tented to ignore the problems of their country. Victorian Compromise: compr. of a large section of the society which fucused only on the good aspects of industrial development, ignoring the many social conlficts and the problems caused by the unequal distribution of wealth.

Respectability: was the key concept of the time, was a mixture of morality, hipocrysy, severity, and conformity to social standards. Sex became a taboo subject

Family: the posirion of the husband was dominant, women has to be confined within the family walls.

DICKENS the foremos representative of the Victorian Novel. His novels are divided into: Humorous (Pickwick Papers) Historical, Sentimental (Christmas Carol, David Copperfield), Social (Oliver Twist, Hard Times)

Early novels( consisting of apparently random episodes

Later novels( more sustained emphasis on the social ills of Victorian England

Features: Humor mingled with pathos, he is a subtle observer of London life (he gives us a minute account of domestic life of lowe class people), he licked Christmas and make us live its atmosphere, he was the reporter of the abits of an age. Characters: are real and drawn from direct observation of people. May be diveded into good and evil, but each one is an individual. He is at his best describing eccentric characters. He is not concerned with their inner side, but he observes the external qualities.

Social Novels: his novels are defined umanitarian. He used fiction to denounce the vices and evils of his age, but he did not advocate any fundamental change. He wanted to make people aware on what was going on in the society, but he didn’t despite it all.

Limitations: he wrote many novels and he could not be at his best in all of them, his earlier plots lack real organic unity, his main character are often superficially portrayed (lack of psycological insight), exagerrated comic and tragic scenes.
Merits: inexhaustible number of situation, his characters cover a wide range of people, his plots can hold the reader’s attention, his style is fluent and effective, striking use of symbolism, descrictive passages full of details.


EMILY BRONTE only one novel, that was a masterpiece. She gave a romantic voice to the Victorian novel, the voice of a mystic romanticism (she belived in the possibility of interpenetration between the world of the living and the world of spiritual beeings).

Novel: complex plot, it involves two generation. The structure is complex, is not based on a normal chronological sequence of events. The atmosphere is set from the very beginning: gotic, nightmarish, unreal.

Features: particular use of time (it does not follow a chronological development but moves backwards and forwards), story divided into two sections and covers two generation linked by Heathcliff (first ( romantic and imaginative, second ( more mature approach to love), indirect narrative technique with two story tellers (represent two contrasting kinds of reality and culture), combination of romanticism [in the love theme, the role of nature, the main male character Heathcliff defined as a Byronic hero], realism [in the social aspect of the novel, setting, in the conflict between cultures and social classes (reflected in the two houses), in the complexity of characters personalities (which are not static but develop)], gothicism [nighmarish deams, belief in ghosts, superstitions, the image of the windowspane as a symbol of the separation between “inside” and “outside” human]

The book presents the analysis of a passion such as had never appeared before, is a strong and uncontrollable and survives death. Love is an impulse which binds the 2 lovers, there is a total identification with each other, to the point of becoming one.


